gan1 refers in this paper to primary tubercular affections of the middle ear amongst patients apparently -otherwise in good health. The paths along which the tubercle bacillus may reach the cavum tympani are:
(1) Along the Eustachian tube; (2) along the blood vessels and channels of the tympanic mucosa ; <(3) through an already existing perforation of the membrana tympani. Once the bacillus has gained a foothold in the tympanum, the further progress of disease set up by it may be acute or chronic. In the acute form the mucous membrane rapidly becomes infiltrated and degenerated, bacilli being found at times in considerable numbers in the discharge, though, in all tubercular cases, their discovery is a matter of difficulty and uncertainty. In the more -chronic forms, miliary tubercles at times visible to the naked eye are deposited within the mucous membrane; 
